
UUnderstanding English Cocker Rears 
Illustrations courtesy of Patty Janzen 

 

 

From the English Cocker breed standard:  "Hindquarters - Angulation moderate, and most 
importantly, in balance with that of the forequarters." 



Rear angulation is moderate.  A perpendicular line dropped from the furthest projection of the 
buttock to the ground, should land directly in front of the rear foot.  The femur and the tibia are 
equal in length. The distance from the hock joint to the pad (rear pastern) is short.  Thick, 
shorter muscles attach to this frame. 

This rear construction is correct for an English Cocker, and is most efficient for pushing and 
powering through the dense cover the breed was developed to hunt in. 
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This is an overangulated rear.  The tibia is longer than the femur, placing the rear feet too far 
behind the body.  The distance from the hock joint to the pad tends to be longer.  Longer, leaner 
muscles attach to this frame. 

 
This rear construction is most efficient for speed and galloping for long distances over short 
cropped terrain and not for powering through thick cover. 
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